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Diagram 1  

Basic movements for Honor Guard:  

Attention  

Left/Right Face  

Port Arms  

Forward March  

Detail Halt  

Parade Rest  

Ceremonial Rest  

Stand By  

7 Rifles (3 volley) Ready, Aim, Fire 

Present Arms  

Order Arms  

Saber/Sword  

US Flag and presentation to family. 
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Attention (Order Arms):   

  

RIFLE: Rest the butt of the rifle on the ground, the toe should be on line with the front of your shoe, with 

the barrel facing to the rear. Hold rifle between thumb and fingers of right hand on the upper hand 

guard. Hold left hand as in position of attention. Left hand forming a fist, keeping your thumb along your 

trouser seam. Heels will be touching with feet at a 45-degree angle. Stand straight. 

 

COLORS: Rest your flag pole on the ground, next to right heel. Hold with right hand under the bottom of the flag at 

waist level. The flag pole should remain straight in line with your body.  

 

MEMBERS WITHOUT RIFLE/FLAG:  Left and right hand forming a fist, keeping your thumb along your trouser seam. 

Heels will be touching with feet at a 45-degree angle. 

  

 
Diagram 2 (Attention/Order Arms)  
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Left/Right Face:  

On the preparatory command left/right raise the rifle/flag approximately 2 inches of the deck. When 

facing to the right you will turn on the heel of your right foot and the ball of the left foot. Smartly bring 

your left heel on line with your right heel keeping feet at a 45 degree angle. Gently lower the rifle/flag 

pole to the ground. Toe should be on line with the front of your shoe. Members without rifle/flag, keep 

both ends at side, thumbs on pant seam. 

 

Port Arms:  

From Order arms, on the command of execution “Arms” raise the rifle with the right hand diagonally 

across the front of the body until the right hand is slightly to the right of your face. The butt of the 

weapon is in front of the hip. The barrel is facing up between the neck and the shoulder. Grasp the rifle 

at the balance with the left hand, palm toward body, wrist straight, and fingers joined. Move right hand 

to the small of the stock, wrist straight, and fingers joined. Keep both elbows tight against body. Rifle is 

approximately 4 inches from the body and parallel. Upper hand guard in front of left eye. Stock in front 

of, slightly to the right of thigh  
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 Forward March:  

To march with a 30-inch step from the halt, the command is Forward, MARCH. On the preparatory 

command Forward, shift the weight of the body to the right foot without noticeable movement. On the 

command of execution MARCH, step forward 30 inches with the left foot and continue marching with 

30-inch steps, keeping the head and eyes fixed to the front. The arms swing in a natural motion, without 

exaggeration and without bending at the elbows, approximately 9 inches straight to the front and 6 

inches straight to the rear of the trouser seams. Keep the fingers curled as in the position of attention so 

that the fingers just clear the trousers.  

  

Detail Halt:  

To halt while marching, the command Squad (Platoon), HALT is given. The preparatory command Squad 

(Platoon) is given as either foot strikes the marching surface as long as the command of execution HALT 

is given the next time that foot strikes the marching surface. The halt is executed in two counts. After 

HALT is commanded, execute the additional step required after the command of execution and then 

bring the trail foot alongside the lead foot, assuming the position of attention and terminating the 

movement.  

Order Arms:  

From Port Arms the command is Order Arms. On the command of execution “ Arms”, move the right 

hand between the upper sling swivel and stacking swivel. Release grasp of left hand and lower the rifle 

to 3 inches off the deck. With your left hand fingers extended and joined steady the rifle. Slowly lower 

the rifle to the deck with your right hand.  
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Parade Rest:  

The command for this movement is Parade, REST. On the command of execution REST, move the left 

foot about 10 inches to the left of the right foot. Keep the legs straight without locking the knees, resting 

the weight of the body equally on the heels and balls of the feet. The toe of the rifle online with the toe 

of the right foot  

 

Ceremonial Rest:  

On the command of execution,  "Ceremonial Rest" toe of rifle remains online with toe of right foot, rifle 

is rotated and angled across center of body at belt buckle, left hand grips rifle above right hand.   
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Three volley salute (if squad has equipped rifles) Immediately following playing of taps.  

Stand By:  

"Standby" Rifle raised slightly.  

Ready:  

Face half right, tap butt stock on ground, while raising rifle to Port Arms, move left foot to left shoulder 

width.  

Aim:  

Raise rifle placing butt of rifle against right side at elbow level, bracing rifle with right elbow.  

Fire:  

(times 3) Pull trigger and immediately return to Port Arms.  
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 Present Arms:  

Present!" Bring left heel to right heal (POS), face half left to front, while remaining at Port Arms  

From Order arms the command is Present Arms, on the command of execution “Arms”, raise the rifle 

vertically to the center of the body. Grasp the rifle at the balance with the left hand. Forearm horizontal, 

resting against body. Grasp the small of the stock with the left hand.  

 

Order Arms:  

From Present Arms the command is Order Arms. On the command of execution “ Arms”, move the right 

hand between the upper sling swivel and stacking swivel. Release grasp of left hand and lower the rifle 

to 3 inches off the deck. With your left hand fingers extended and joined steady the rifle. Slowly lower 

the rifle to the deck with your right hand.  
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SABER 

When performing Manual of Arms, please keep these important points in mind: 

• Blade tips are relatively sharp; exercise care during use. 
• Sword and saber manual of arms is a developed and practiced skill. Do not be flamboyant when handling a 

drawn sword. 
• Swords/sabers are intended for ceremonial use only. Horseplay, re-enactment fighting, and sword-to-sword 

impact is dangerous and can result in damage to the blade and personal injury. 
• Children have a natural fascination with swords and often mistake a ceremonial sword for a weapon. 

Supervise children closely and teach them that the misuse of a sword is dangerous. 

The saber is worn by officers while participating in ceremonies with troops under arms, or as directed. It is carried on 
the left side of the body attached to the belt by the scabbard chain with the guard of the saber to the rear.  

F-1.     NOMENCLATURE 

The nomenclature for the saber is saber for all officers, model 1902. The blade is 31 inches long. The nomenclature 
for the sword is noncommissioned officer’s sword, model 1840. Figure F-1 shows the nomenclature for pertinent 
parts of the saber (sword) and scabbard. 

 
Figure F-1. Nomenclature, saber and sword. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adtdl.army.mil/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/fm/3-21.5/appf.htm#figf-1
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F-2.     STANDING MANUAL OF ARMS 

Execute Standing with the saber (sword) using the following procedures: 

    a.     Attention. This is the position before the command Draw, SABER (SWORD) and after the command Return, 
SABER (SWORD). The hands are behind the trouser seams and the thumbs touch the first joint of the forefingers 
(Figure F-2). 

 
Figure F-2. Position of Attention. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adtdl.army.mil/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/fm/3-21.5/appf.htm#figf-2
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b.     Draw Saber (Sword). Figure F-3 shows the sequence for executing Draw Saber (Sword). 

 
Figure F-3. Draw Saber (Sword). 

    (1)     At the preparatory command Draw, grasp the scabbard with the left hand turning the scabbard clockwise 
180 degrees, tilting it forward to form an angle of 45 degrees with the ground. Take the saber (sword) grip in the 
right hand and pull the saber about 6 inches from the scabbard. The right forearm should now be roughly parallel to 
the ground. 

    (2)     On the command of execution SABER (SWORD), the saber (sword) is pulled out of the scabbard and held in 
the position of Carry Saber (Sword). The saber (sword) should be held with the inner blade-edge riding in a vertical 
position along the forward tip of the right shoulder (Figure F-4). 

    c.     Carry Saber (Sword). The Carry Saber (Sword) position is assumed under the following situations: 

• To give commands. 
• To change positions. 
• By officers when officially addressing (or when officially addressed by) another officer, if the saber is drawn. 
• By NCOs when officially addressing a Soldier, or when officially addressed by an officer, if the sword is 

drawn. 
• Before returning the saber (sword) to the scabbard. 
• At the preparatory command for (and while marching at) quick time. 

    (1)     At Carry Saber (Sword) (Figure F-4), the officer (NCO) is at the Position of Attention. The saber (sword) is held 
in the right hand; the wrist is as straight as possible with the thumb along the seam of the trouser leg. The point of 
the blade rests inside the point of the shoulder and not along the arm. The saber (sword) is held in this position by 
the thumb and forefinger grasping the grip, and it is steadied with 

    (2)     Present Saber (Sword) may be executed from the carry when serving in the capacity of commander of troops 
or serving in a command that is not part of a larger unit. On the preparatory command of Present, the saber (sword) 

http://www.adtdl.army.mil/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/fm/3-21.5/appf.htm#figf-3
http://www.adtdl.army.mil/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/fm/3-21.5/appf.htm#figf-4
http://www.adtdl.army.mil/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/fm/3-21.5/appf.htm#figf-4
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is brought to a position (at the rate, of two counts) approximately four inches from the nose so that the tip of the 
saber (sword) is six inches from the vertical (1, Figure F-5). At the command of execution ARMS, the right hand is 
lowered (at the rate of two counts) with the flat of the blade upward, the thumb extended on the left side of the 
grip (2, Figure F-5), and the tip of the saber (sword) about six inches from the marching surface. 

    (3)     On the command Order ARMS, the saber (sword) is returned to the position of Carry Saber (Sword). 

 
Figure F-4. Carry Saber (Sword). 

 
Figure F-5. Present Saber (Sword). 

    d.     Parade Rest. This position is assumed without moving the saber (sword) from the Order Arms position. At the 
command of execution, the left foot is moved about 10 inches to the left (of the right foot), and the left hand is 
placed in the small of the back, fingers extended and joined, palm to the rear (Figure F-6). At the command of 
execution ATTENTION, the left hand and foot are returned to the Position of Attention. 

http://www.adtdl.army.mil/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/fm/3-21.5/appf.htm#figf-5
http://www.adtdl.army.mil/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/fm/3-21.5/appf.htm#figf-5
http://www.adtdl.army.mil/cgi-bin/atdl.dll/fm/3-21.5/appf.htm#figf-6
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Figure F-6. Parade Rest. 

NOTE: Whenever the saber (sword) is at the Order Arms position the saber (sword) is straight, not at an 
angle inward or outward in relationship to the body. 

    e.     Return Saber (Sword). This movement is executed from Carry Saber (Sword) in three counts. 

    (1)     At the preparatory command Return of the command 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

 


